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Fo 2. £epb. the latter part of the 5. v. 

--48. 8. Ir their. ſetting of their Threſhld and their 
by my Poſts, and the Wall between me and them, they | 
even defiled thy holy name, &c. 
£6. 17. Wherefore:come out from among them, and be ye | 
rate, ſaith the Lov, and touch not the unclean thing, %C. / 


x werſtition.is a fon appoſite to Religion. Aquin.. 
atter wharthe thing b2 1n matrers of Religion, but 
© it is that commands it, we muſt look to chattruth.| 
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T0 tHe 


Reader, 


| Need make no other Apology for the 


. YFublifhing of this ſhort Daſccarſe, 
than what David did to his Brother Eli- 
b, being ſeverely cenſured aud ſharply 
Wibuked by him for coming down to ſee 


Worſhip of God 7s both defied and defiled, 
s there not acauſe to ſpeak in theVindi- 
, Feation thereof 2 That Damb Sonwhen he 
Rav his Father ready to be ſlain; though 
he never ſpake before, yet his filial Af- 


» Yfefion did then ſo break the Bars of his 
Speech, that he cries out, Oh do not kill 
wy Father. Who is there that hath a- 
whliil Aﬀedtion to God, can behold his 
toly Name ſo defiled, by Mens ſetting. 


A 2 . ther 


the Battle ; What have 1 now done, ſaith 
he, is there not a cauſe? wyoen the pure 


READER. 


To the Reader. 


their Poſts by his Poſts (which is a kind 
of Deicidium) and. be filent? 1t is meet 
our Mouths that are made for God ſhoull 
ſpeak fer God ; and Luther would a, 
ther be accounted any thing, than be ac. 
cuſed of ſinful ſilence in rhe Cauſe of Þ 
Chriſt. It is mot Ambition, or any | 
vain Glot'y , but a ſenſe of my Duty, Þ 
that hath enzaged me to this adventure, 
at ſuch a time when men are made Of: 
fenders for aWord ; but # ts God's cauſe 
T plead, his Glory, as greatly concerned 
herein. T am conſcious of my -own Weat: 
neſs, and far from thinting I have done 
any thing worthy of the Readers accey- 
Fance, | | 

Here are plum Truths in flain Ex: 
preſſions, without the Embroideries of Rhe- 
torical flouriſhes, ever efteeming Truth 
io be moſt comely and beautiful when ſhe 
appears in her native Dreſs.1 pretend not 
to new diſcovery, nor to amuſe thee with 
abſtraſe notions. And if any ſhall objexl Ppo 


there are many pieces extant that ireat 
\ F | 


Cl 


To the Reader. 


; Uo this Argument, therefore this might 


ve pave been ſpared, I readily grant all 
they ſay; but to write ſomething (de no- 


, $vo) of this $ ubject, which is the | ffering. 


. ruth of the times, may not (1 conceive) 
fb unſeaſonable. Wh. is here preſent- 
y $4 is Put the ſubſtance of one Sermon , 
$i a /irtle addition compoſed many 
ears fince, and if it may contribute to 


f. Rbe (ertlement and ſatisfattion of any 
6 Flo are ſcrupulous, or in the dark about 


his great point, or convince any who 
Where to ſinful mixture in Divine Wor- 
ip, 7 have my end. 

header , I defire thee to weigh well 
hat 1 have now inſerted,in the ballauce 
f the Santtuary, and then judge. AS 
. ſr the other ſmall piece here annexed, it 


th Feats. of an excellent Duty, almoſt autt- 
he rated and out of uſe among #t the P; ofej- 
ot W's of 1 his Aze, the neglect of whi h hath 
th ud a bad tendency tothe decay of the life 
et Power of Godlineſs;there is but little that 
at (fnow of, written of rhis Subjef, and I 
of A323. have 


To the Reader. 
have made this Eſſay that 1 might pre. 
; woke ſome more able ferjen towrite mor Þ 
fully about it, which certainly would 
very ſeaſonable, and through Gods Bleſ, 
ſing profitable ſervice. I ſhall hold youm 
longer in the Porch: Conſider what iy 
bere ſaid, and the Lord give thee Un- 
 derſtanding in all things 
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WITH 


| GOD'S ARK Se. 


4 » _ 


ZRKPHh. EY; 


I-—— 4nd them that worſhip, and that [HE 
1 ſwear by the Lord, _ that ſwear by ' »y 
. Malcham. +41. 


HE great "Truth which the Lord _ | + 
E; calls his People to contend for at | | || 
this day, 1s the purity of his Wor- , | || 
ſhip, and the Worſhip of God is ||| | + || 

bgreat a thing as it is worth contending for; | | 
[have therefore choſen to inſiſt upon this Ar- 

jament at this time. 

This Prophet doth threaten a general deſo- 
A 4 lation 


Z The Inconfiſtency of 


latzon, v. 3. I ll conſume Man and But 
Not only. Man is threatned to be. cur off tha hui 
had {inned, bur the Creatnres alſo-which they Þ 
had abuſed to their Luſt. _- Kh: 
This People had been often warned and ad. 
moniſhed of their fins by. former Prophay, fu 
but went on incorrigibly, theretpre the Lol the 
proceeds to give Sentence againſt them by th 
Prophet. Hence this. is obſervable: 


Der. That God will not always ſtrive 
with ſinners, his abuſed Patience will have an 
end. Though God doth" long bear with im: 
ners, yet he will not always bear with them, 
tho long ſuffering, yet nor always ſuftering; 
and when he will be no longer burdened wah 
their {1ns, then they muſt be burdened with 
his judgments. In the 4th ver. he tells us who 
they are that fall under this ſevere threatning, 
Fudah, and the Inhabitants of feru{alem: and 
their fins are pointed at which had provoked 
the Lord to ſentence them thus {everely. There 
Is in thiz' Chaprer a large Bill of indictment 
drawn up againſt them, and the Sins of Ido». ' 
Jatry and Superſtition are fer in the Front of Ft 
this Bill, as being ſins of the firlt magnirude; Jani 
T will cut off the Remnamt of Baal from this ts 
Place : that is,thoſc that anon tack le 

| ELOry 


Mars Dagon with Gods Ark. —y 
A ! formation held up ſome part,or Remnant of 
w's Worthip; and them that worſhiy the: 
ff of Heaven : Thoſe were another fort of 
, aters, ſuch as oblerved and imagined a 
ty in the Stars And them that worſhip, and 
, x ſpear o the Lord, aud [wear by Malc ham, 
(divided and mixed the Worjhip of God 
& Wh the lervice of idols. - 

[That ſavear by the Lord] To ſnot 1s 2 

tot Gods Worſhip, yea ſo.eminent a part 
e it is ſometimes put for the whole Worthip: 
n God : Pſal. 63. 11. Iſa. 19. 18. and fo, it 
: Wnken in the "ext. | And ſwear by Mal- 
, nm] which ſignifies their King, and it is 
; $ ne conceives upon the place) Molech the. 
| Silof the Amorues, 1 Kimp 1. 7. They call 
1 Wir Idol by the name King, Honors pratid; 
> FHonour fake : Thus they halted between 
, $d and Idols, they made a profeſſion of fer- 
d Fo the true God , yer did mix his Worſhip 
d fb the ſervice of Idols. 
e tis ſtoried of Redwald King 'ot the Ea/?- 
t ſins, in the time of the Heprarchy in Eng: 
» .Þ, in the ſame place he worthipped God , 
i Ft up an Altar ro Worthip his Idol. 
; Yind it's reported of an Emperor of Ree , 
£ Fin one Temple he wouid have Chrift and 
S Wlews worſhipped both togetker; ſo they 
7 BI [wer 


4 . The Inconſitency of 1 
ſwear by the Lord, and they hwear by Malchanli 
and theſe are here ranked with the groſſer fo” 
of Idolaters, and threatned to drink of tit" 
ſame Cup of Gods Fury and Indignation, Thf® R 
words will aftord us this Obſervation. 


2. DoF. That a mixture in the Worlkig 
of God is very ſinful and abominable in bif 
fight, and a fin fo highly provoking, as it willſ- 
bring ſwift deſtruction upon thoſe who ar 
guilry thereof. | _ "= 
| This Dactrine conſiſts of theſe 2 Branches. E* 

7. That a mixtore in the Worſhip of. GodſÞ 

- may diſpleaſing to, and abominable an hi 

c. | 

w That it is a fin ſo highly provoking, 251 

will bring down ſwift deſtruction upon'tnolFl 

who are guilty of it. For thoſe are putintoth 4 
"Þlack Roll to be deſtroyed with the Remnanſ-” t 

of Baal, and them that worſhip the Hoſt off® ©.* 

Heaven. Wo 


approbation, cannot but behold this great io 


quity with the greateſt deteſtation, Po A 


Mans Dagon with Gods Ark. 5 
ions mixed with the pure Inſtitutions/and 
finances of God, —_ are (as one faith) ag 
"Thoak to his Eyes, as Gall ro his Tafte, and 
LS abomination to his Spirit, | | 
There are 3 Arguments and Demonſtrations 
bich I ſhall lay down to clear the truth of 
s Afſertion. \ 

1, If God will be worſhipped only accord- 
to his own appointments, then ' the leaſt 
Sxure in his Worſhip is very difpleaſing to 
p; but God will be worſhipped only accord- 
rt his own appointments. "This 1s clear in 
matter of the Ark, 2 Sam: 6: 7. it was 
Uzz.4's pyiting his hand-to the Ark, but 
;carting the Ark that difpleaſed God, and 
rwhich he was finitten, it being not accord- 
pto Gods appointments; for by Divine ap- 
ittnent it was to be carried upon the Shoul- 
sof the Levites, 1 Chron.15.12., 13. Moſes 
making the Tabernagle was admonithed to 
all things according to the pattern ſhewed 
m m the Mount, Heh. 8. 5. Adoſes muſt 
f go a hairs-breadth from his pattern. The 
ord commanded in building the Alrar of 
mes not to lift an Iron Tool upon them , 
Me. 27.5. A man would think (faith one) 
ut to carve and paint the Stones wouid be 
ter than to have the'Stones rough : No, faith 


2 God, 
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God, if you do butlitt up an Iron Too! uporffitifds 
it you pollute it, Exod. 2.0. 25. And Sulmotheſho 
in making the Temple , wherein God placedfþarion 
his Worſhip, was to do every thing accordngÞhy his 
t9 Divine appointment, 4 Chron. 3. 5. {o «-fþy co 
att is. God to have every thing in his Wortipſh,t G 
according to his own appointment. 7 
2. If it be a good thing, and very pleaſingſhance 
to God to keep to the purity of his WarlhipFq - 
then the contrary muſt needs be difſplealing tc bly, \ 
God ; bur it's a good thing, and very- pleaylis ww 
ſing to God to keep to the purity of WorlhipY 
Fob. 4. 2.3. God ſeekerh ſuch ro worſhip hin, 
as being highly pleaſed and greatly delighted 
with ſuch Worſhippers; and v. 24 Gods 4 
Spirit, and they that worſhip hins muſt worſii 
him in Spirit, that 1s with inward Love andff,, 
Sincerity, and in Truth, that 1s, according ta 
the true Rule preſcribed in his Word : Sprritre 
ſpects the Inward Power, and Truth the Out 
ward Form: God is not pleaſed with anjf 
thing in his Worſhip that is not his own. Sh Gac 
3. If to mix the Worſhip of God with tuſh qe 
min Inventions be a fin that God will ſevereyf}y, 42 
puniſh;then it's very diſpleaſing ro him;But its Ip 
a fin he: will ſeverely pun:th. They who ach þ,, 
guilty of this fin in the Text are threatned witilip 
DeſtruCtio! : $9 Ezek.4.3.8, they crtheir hs s Nar 


Ae. 
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Gods Poſt , and their Threſhold! by His- 
reſhold : 6 6. They introduced ther own' 
tions into his Worſhip, and thereby-pol- 
$i his holy Name; Wherefore (faith God) 7 
| econſumed them in mine Anger, The Wor- 
pot God (faith one) 15 a prime and precious 
z, the ulrimate'end of all our ſacred per- 
mnces, though the Edjfication of Man be 
end ſubordinate. 
bly, Why is God ſo diſpleaſed with mixtures 
s Worſhip? 


ſen I. Becauſe the leaſt mixture in his 
nhip doth defile bis Worſhip, as when any 
Sothat is worſe 15 mixed with that which 1s 
, the better is deliled ; fo Gold is defiled 
gn.mixed with baſer metal, the Wine 1s a- 
xrated when mixed with Water; when the 
re Inventions of men are mixed with the 
E Inſtitutions of Chriſt, then is Gods Wor- 
defiled, when men will-mix their Water 
h Gods Wine: their Droſs with his Gold, 
defile his Worfhip ; therefore faith God, 
F 4.3. 8. In ther ſetting their Poſts by my 
$:, and their Threſhold by my Threſhold 
FU have defiled my holy name. Gods 
| pp is his Name, External Worſhip 
$8 Name, the Temple is' called the place 
B 4 where 
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where God quan Name, that is, his Wal f A 
ſhip, 1 — . As a mans known yy 
Name fo is God Lan by his Worſhip ; 
this cannot but cxcecding]y diſpleaſe God 
kisName is _ 


Reap. 2. Becanfy'o mixtures in Gods Waſh, 
ſhip dithonour him nuch , yea, fo much | 
honour 1s reflected upon God hereby, as whelſh; 
his Werthip is mixed he doth nor accounll 
himſelf honoured at all; we have a norblif 
Inſtance 2 King. 17.33. They feared the L 
aud ſerved their own Gods after the minna i 
rheNations,whom they carried away rf heron thence 
And v: 34. it's ſaid they did not : 
divided hal is no fear, a mixed Worlipisn | 
Worſhip for Gods approbation. Fer. 32.13 
They have done nothing (faith the Prophet) 
all that thou commandedft them to do: Why 
but becauſe their fear was divided, God vil. 
have all or none at all. To ſet up any thr 
in competition with God is a great dithona 
ro him, and high diſpleaſing' in his fights, 
God cannot endure any Competitor. Wir 
Derius ſent ro Alexander to divide with hit 


no, faith Alexander, there can be bur one Sug 
in the Firmament. Could not Alexander « 
dure a Competitor, and do you think God - 


—_ 


. | Hans Dagon with Gods Ark. 9 
"Me Lord cannot endure that any part of his 
"Wnour ſhould be given to another, 1/2. 4.2. 
"Fo make any thing equal with God is very 
honourable to him, they who ſer up an Idol 
ake it equal with God : All falſe Worſhip is 
Ring our Poſts by Gods Poſts, and of our 
Mireſhold by His Threſhold; a making (as 
"We ſaith) both of equal height and worth , 
Fich redounds much to Gods diſhonour, 1. 
$25. 
J zly, Becauſe it 18 a great intrenching upon 
KinolyOffice of Chriſt; for if Chriſt beKing, 
Fcertainly he is, then the Legiſlative Power 
'Fonly in the hands of Chriſt; for he is King 
Yee, and none have Power to place an Or- 
Wrance or Ceremony in the Church but Chriſt 
Wy, who is Head and King of it: This is 
Prerogative Royal of Chriſt. Not Moſes 
the Tabernacle, nor Solomon in the Temple 
phr preſcribe any Subſtantial or Ceremonial. 
lorſhip, Ex. 25.10. 2 Chron. 3. 3. and for 
Fn to introduce their Inventions into the 
orſhip of God , what a bold intruſion is 
Ts upon the Kingly Office of Chriſt ? And it 
Fiedeath to counterfeit the Kings Coin, what 
they deſerve that dare to counterfeit the 
in of the King of Heaven? 


{ iy, Becauſe mixtures in Divine Worſhip 
do 


40 Wm  . Taconſ) Wtency of 


dg alienate the Heart from God. Chin Gail 
Mat. 6. No man can ſerve two Maſers ; ang 
this.is ſo the Prophet tells us, Hof. 4. 11, thaſh 
WWhoredom, Wine, . and new Wine do take awe 
the heart. , Falle Worſhip is ſpiritual Whaekk 
dom, , that altenates a:.d eſtranges the thy wot] 
from God. \Who cry down-more, or are moi 
careleſs of the pure Worſhip and Inſtirutons & : 
Chriſt, than. thoſe rhat are moſt buſie and care 
tul ro ſet up the Inventions of Men ? Dent, 32 
I5,'16. Such are all for an outward Formal 
ty, nothing for the inward Power, - and thi 
muſt needs be diſplealing to God, "vhs? is 3 
Spirit,and muſt be worſhipped in Spirit and iſh 
Truth. 

Fly, Becaule it fruſtrates the Commandsoffiat n 
(God.Chrilt tells the Scribes and Phariſees, Mat 
I5. 6. that they made the Commandments offipk. 
God of no effect by their Traditions; anda, [ 
ſaith he, v. 9. In vain do ye worſhip me,teacbilre a; 
ng. for Doctrme the Commanaments of Many vill 
Such Worſhip is a nullity in the account je, 
God, an in{1gniticant Cipher, and therefordph 'T 
highly diſplealing to him. So much for tlie pla 
firlt Branch or part of the Doctrine. ten th 
wes h 

2. Branch. That it is a ſin fo highly profflry gf 
vokiog, as it wall bring (wi! t Deſtruction uj bs, E 

0 


- 
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6 thoſe who are guilty of it, and nofin ſooner: 
Mut. 4. 25, 26. Ir 18a ruining fin, for this 
chiefly the Lord brought ſuch ſad calami- 
Ss upon his own people the Jews. Oh what 
Feral and remarkable Judgments did their cor- 
Woting and adulterating the Worſhip of God 
aw down upon their Heads! 
1. It kindles the Lords Jealouſie. The Lord 
eFfud to bea jealous God in the matters of his 
Worſhip, 1 Cor. 10.22. And in the 2d Com- 
Fdment (which relates to the Worſhip of 
od) he threatens to viſit the breach of that 
Fon the Children unto the 2d and 4th Gene- 
tion. What did God do to the 7 Churches 
fia, for corrupting his Worſhip? And 
Fiat may hang over this Nation for their fin- 
' mixtures in Gods Worſhip I tremble to 
nk, | 
Qz. Itis a fin that will provoke the Lord to 
VEne and forſake a People, and no {in ſooner. 
mill make God to break up houſe and be 
Wie. The Temple was called Gods glorious 
Sth Throne, his Habitation, his Sanctuary, 
1 place where he recorded his name ; yer 
ten the Worſhip of God was corrupted, he 
wes his "Temple , he breaks up houſe, the 
Fry of the Lord departed from the Cheru- 
ms, Ezek. 9. 3. If they will come into his 
d Houle 


) 
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Houſe he will out; when the Ark tomes iFhim 
Dagon goes down, and when Dagon come ir upot 
the Ark goes out. And when God departs fronflnat 
a People, then all Judgments come upon them} 1 
T'o be deprived of the greateſt good 1s to beinffvil 
veſted with the greateſt evils , as Night ſudfjent 
ceeds day, and Darkneſs Light, fo Judgmenſſjalt 
ſucceed Mercies, and the greater the Merciegſin, 
the greater the Judgments that follow; wheſſupt 
Gods hedge of Protection is taken away froiſs nc 
a People, then are they expoſed to, and vereſſjon 
with the greateſt Evils; when God is furthefGod 
from a People, then Evils are neareſt to thenfiLear 
The Preſence of God is Baniſhment to all Brood 
vil, but the Abſence of God 1s Baniſhme as 
from all Good. When God 1s once departdPhil 
Deſtruction cannor be far off, Heſ. 9. 12. T2.Sar 
oe alſo to them when I depart from them. NVirt 
thing but Woe and Miſery can be written vE men« 
on the Forehead of ſuch a People. GodsdF his \ 
parture is the riſe and original of all Evil Valo 
And fo I have diſparched both the parts oftlf One 


Dectrine, and come to the Application off Beau 
whole. Orde 
{ly is 

APPLICATION.  JksA 


Man 


Uſe, Is it thus that a mixture in the Wd 
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ſhip of God is a fin fo greatly diſpleaſing to 
1 ſhim, and a fin that will bring ſwift deſtruction 
 irflupon thoſe who are guilty of it? then here is 
onflmatter of Reprehenſton : | 
mp 1ſt, To thoſe that are guilty of this great 
inffvil, in introducing and mixing humane In- 
ſughrentions with the pure Worſhip of God; that 
nffſhalt berween two Opinions. Oh ! this is a great 
1eFin, a God-provoking {in ; you do hereby cor- 
Fnpt and defile the pure Worſhip of God; and 
ors nor this very provoking to him? What can 
Fjou do more to heighten the diſpleaſure of 
God againſt your ſelves and others? A little 
WLeaven leavens the whole Lump: Ir was a 
Foood work in David to bring the Ark of the 
| [ord from the houſe of Abinidab, but one 
FPhiliftine Ceremony ſpoiled the whole work, 
$2Sam.6.2,3. Alittle Vice marrs a great deal of 
Virtue. Naaman the Aſſyrian is highly com- 
mended, 2 King. 5. 1. of a great man with 
his Maſter, and honourable, a mighty man of 
8 Valour, but he was a Leper, this marred all. 
F One little ſpot in the Face blemiſheth all the 
Beauty, God muſt be worſhipped in a right 
Order and in a right Ordinance, and that on- 
ly is a right Ordinance which 15 according to 
bis Appointment, without the leaſt mixture of 
Mans Inventions ; quicquid prater Mandatum 


2, # i 
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eft Idolum, whatſoever is beſides the Command 
1s an Idol. Though men may look upon their } 
own [nventions as very ſpecious and beautify], 
yet they have no Beauty bur blackneſs in then | 
| In the account of God. The City Hierapoly &; 


had the Title of Sacred, as The Sacred City, (for 7 


ſo much the word ſignifies) yet was it theplace } 


of the moſt dereſted Idolatry, and wherein was hq; 
worſhipped the Idol of the Mermaid Ater- 43; 


gatis (as Pliny writeth.} Though men put þ, 
the Title of Sacred, Divine, @©c. upon their * 
ſuperſtitious Inventions, yet they are molt de- | 
teſtible in Gods Eyes. One hath this Compa- 
riſon, The Ape, ſaith he, 1s therefore the more 


deformed, becauſe ſo like a man, ard yet is } ,, 


not a man; ſo all the Worſhip which hath the | 
greateſt appearance of Humility, Zzal, and ; 
Mortification, which yer hath not its Origi- 
' nal from God, is the more loathſom ; /imula- 
ta Pietas duplex iniquitas, A counterfeit Piety 
is a double Iniquity. Superſtitian, as one ſaith, 
is (Res inſana,) and fo it is indeed; for it is 
contrary to the Wiſdom of the word and of 
the Spirit, which are the Ground and Life of 
the Worſhip of God. 

2ly, Reproof to thoſe who adhere to, and 
join with ſuch a Worthip, who cleave ro, and 


comply with mixtures in the Worſhip of here 
I. Ott, 
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1. Obj. But may ſome ſay, we havea good 
Fad, and though there be ſome Corruption 
et we do nor own thar. 


Anſ. A good End will never juſtihe a bad 
ion ; though a bad End will make a good 
$tion bad, yer a good End will not make a 
xd Action good. 

J:ly, Wherezs thou ſayeſt thou doſt. not 
Im the Corruption, and yet thou joineſt; thy 
ey joining 1n 1t 15 an owning of it. 


$ 2, Obj. But we are neceſlitated to it, for 
be cannot enjoy publick Ordinances elſe; and 
t not better to. yield ro ſome little things 
cannot help, than to be deprived of pub- 
k Ordinances ? 


Anſ. Every little thing is a great thing in 
Worſhip of God : The leaſt mixture af 
ns Invention jn D:vine Worſhip is not to 
fielded ro; we muſt nor ſo much as rouch 
eunclean thing, which 1s the lealt that can 
\ 2 Cor. 6. 18. Conlider what the Lord 
ks by the Prophet Haggas 2. 12,13, I4- 
'me bear holy fle'h in the skirt of bus Garment 
with his skirt dee touch Bread, or Portage, 

- B 3 | or 
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or Wine, or Oil, or any Meat, ſhall it be buly a 
and the Prieſts anſwered no; then {aid the Rf if t 
zf one that is unclean by a dead Body touch my 
of thoſe, ſhall it be unclean ? And the Prieſt 
fwered and ſaid, it ſnall be unclean. So x thi 3 
Nation, and ſo i this People before me, ſaith tho"! 
Lord ; and ſois every work of their hands, an® tl 
that which they offer there ts unclean. Fon 
2ly, It's a grand miſtake to think that Go 
does not own an Ordinance unleſs it be pubj 
lickly adminiſtred. Gods People have nor alt 
ways the. enjoyment of publick Ordinances. '*n 
The Ordinances of God are ſometimes thruſÞ the 
into Corrers, and he 15 preſent with thenfff 
there, Joh. 20. 19. We read here of apr Inver 
'vate meeting of Chriſtians,. and Chriſt int Worl 
mid(t of them, and this according to his Pre led 
miſe, Mat. 18. 20. Sometimes Chriſt's Spouggeamre 
15 in the Clefts of the Rock, and in thi (ecr@# ro ſe 
places of the Stairs, and there Chriſt loves gJPer os 
hear her voice, and to ſee her Face, Can.2.16 Men, 
God ſometimes calls his People into the W ide things 
neſs, and there he prepares a "Table for then yorlt : 
Hof. 2. 14. and wilt not thou follow the foc bur D 
ſteps of the Flock, though it be in the Wilde 71s 1 
neſs? and ſeek for the preſence of Chriſt Peopl 
mong the Saints? Cart. 1. 7. Tell me, oh 6 blat 


whom my Soul loveth where theu feedeft, ye 
s 7 | 


thou makeſt thy Flock to reſt at Noon, for why 
; Mlluuld I be as one that turneth aſide by the Flocks 
"Af thy Companions? Certainly it is good, yea, 
-eſt to be where Chriſt 1s. | 

y | 2. Obj. But, fay ſome, the Ordinances are 
1Korrupred only to the Diſpenſers of them, nor 
Fo thoſe that join in them; therefore we may 


ng . x 
Join without fin. 


vf 4». If the Ordinances themſelves be cor- 
{\Fpted by the mixtures of Mans Inventions, 
jen they are corrupt as well to them that join 
$2 them, as, to thoſe rhat diſpenſe them , but 
the Ordinances themſelves are corrupted by the 
Flaventions of men, 'They are made one entire }. 
Worſhip, and any thing of Human Invention 
$1dded to the Ordinances of God,and made one 
fenrireWorſhip, do corrupt his Ordinances. Thas 
gs to ſet mans Poſt by Gods Poſt. Gods word is 2 
perfect Rule of Worſhip withour the Rules of 
Men. Corruptio optimorum peſſima , the belt 
things corrupted, or corruptly uſed , are the 
worlt: Gold becomes Droſs, and holy things 
but Dung, when they are corrupted. 1/2. 1. 
11, 12, 13. The Lord there reproved the 
People for their Sacrifices, and calls them vain 


Oblations; and yer they were ſuch as he him- 
B 4 felt 
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felf had appointed ; Incenſe, ſaith God, & ſhto 


an abomination to me, the New-Moons, and Sour 


the Sabbaths, the calling of Aſſemblies I canut ly, 


away with, it is iniquity even the ſolemn meet ſe Scr 
. ing. Theſe were things of Gods own Inſtituts pprn1 
on, yet when they had abuſed and corrupted fd ir 


them, they were abominable in his (light, and jd re 
iniquity to him : So exact 13 God when any of ffunly 
hisown Inſtitutions be proftituetd to the Luſts Yadit 
of men, he owns them nor, bur looks upon || you 
them as abominable, 


4. Obj. But Chriſt was preſent at the Wor: fm. 
ſhip of the Scribes and Phariſees,” which was 
a corrupt Worſhip; ls not Chriſt an Exatnple Þ: 
In this to us ? 


Anſ: Chriſt 1s not an Example to us in all Y(ci 
things that he did, we are not to imitate Chriſt, 
neither can we, in all things. Chriſt did ma- 
ny things as God, he wrought Cures, did ma- 
ny Miracles, &xc. we cannot follow him n 
theſe things. 

21y, It in this Action;Chriſt be an Example Þ 
to us, then it's not only warrantable bur a Du- 
ty to be preſent at a corrupt Worſhip; for it's 
undoubtedly a Duty to do as Chriſt did, where: | 


| In he is to be imitated by us; and then it 184 
| Sin 


1 to be abſent, for every defect and failure 


Sour Daty 1s a Sin. 


zly, Chriſt was preſent at the Worſhip of 


#rScribes and Phariſees, but how? not as an 
pprover, but as a Reprover : "This was Chriſts 


id in going, that he might convince them, 
d reprove their Superſtitions , as appears 
unly by his declaring ſo much ageinſt their 
ditions, and ſuperſtitious Inventions ; and 
you will follow Chriſt in this, then you 
ut make that your End in going which was 
inſts End, wiz. go to reprove and confute 
1. But I ſuppoſe tew that join in the Wor- 
p that 15 now celebrated in Pariſhes, make 


at their end 1n joining. 


5. Ovj. Burt doth not Chriſt command the 
ſciples and the multitude to hear the Scribes 
| Phariſees ? Mar. 2.3. 2. 


L. Anſ. Here is not a word for hearing them ; 
commands them to obſerve and do whar 


&7 bad them obſerve, and ſo they might do 


Knot hear them. 


ly, Chriſt tells them rhe Scribes and Pha- 
kes fir in Moſes Seat; now Moſes was a Ma- 
irate, and they were (as Dr. Hamond farh) 
the Sanhedrim, ſucccedjng Mojes en the 

Seventy 


» 
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Seventy Elders, and Chriſts charge amount 


to thus much, all thoſe moral Precepts out owe 
Moſes Law which they bid you obſerve, thoſe 20P 
obſerve and do: Though they be very ſuperBhearc 
ſtitious and hypocritical, and fay and do nar Snd 
yet reject not you what they ſay, becauſe offuy, 
their wickedneſs. We are not to rejet whaſſ 51 
15 of God becauſe of the wickednels of thoſRid x 
that teach it: "This ſeems to be the ſcope offre 
Chriſts Speech. Jpuilt) 
3ly, Some do obſerve the Words may bfme 
rendred thus, according to the Original, whatyhe E 
ſoever they have bidden you obſerve, that obſerviyas r 
and do; the Original Verb being in the Aoriff 61 
which ſpeaks of the time paſt. She L 
4ly, If this Text pleads for the hearing offfre « 
any, it muſt be for the hearing of ſuch as thleav 
Scribes and Phariſees were; now what thegDoCt 
were Chriſt tells us in the ſame Chapter; TheſSrib' 
bind heavy Burthens upon others, and lay thelſheir 
on Mens Shoulders,but will not touch them witnent: 
one of their fingers. v. 4.. They ſhut the Kingdnſflcad 
of Heawven againſt others. v. 13. They devufyolic 
Widows houſes. v. 14. They are blind Guides, Qterly 
15. They pay Tithes of Mint, Annis, and CifCong 
min, and omit the weightier matters of the Lay 71 
Fudement, Mercy , and Faith. v. 23. TMfoan 
mad: clean the outſide of the Cup, but with - ] 
WR eve 
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t ofpere full of Extortion and Exceſs. v. 25. Now 
ofGgappeal ro you whether ſuch as theſe are to be 
er$eard and owned as the Miniſters of Chriſt 2 
and yer if the Text plead for the hearing of 
 offay, it's for the hearing of ſuch, 
haff 5ly, Theſe are the men againſt which Chriſt 
ofFid pronounce the greateſt woes, and that de- 
 offcvedly, as being very wicked in their Lives, 
uilty of fins of the firſt magnitude, and, as 
dome have obſerved, committed the fin againſt 
atfihe Holy Ghoſt, and their ſeeming Sandtity 
{yas made a Cloak for their Wickednefs. 
if 61ly, Chriſt bid his Diſciples to beware of 
ihe Leaven of the Phariſees, Mar. 1 6.6. there- 
MFfore doth not enjoin them to hear them. By 
Wleaven is meant their corrupt and unſound 
FDoctrines, as Chriſt expounds it v. 12, "The 
cribes and Phariſees as they were wicked in 
MFiheir Lives, ſo they were corrupt in their Judg- 
nents; they had got the Leprofie into their 
Heads, and under the Law ſuch as had the Le- 
pofie in the Head were to be pronounced ut- 
Qitrly unclean, and to be ſeparated from the 
Congregation. 
7ly, But grant that theſe words of Chriſt 
lo amount to a Command, to hear the Scribes 
ind Phariſees, (though I rather incline to be- 


leve they do not, for the Reaſons already g1- 
ven) 


AF 
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Ircur 


are ſuch, 2 

| | tw By 
6. Obj. But is it warrantable to forſake the | 5. * 

ublick Afemblies becauſe of Corruption in the #2. 2 1 


Worſhip of God ? 


Anſ. 1. That for which God did forſake | 
his Temple, for that certainly it's warrantable F 
for Gods People to ſeparate themſelves ; but Fit 
for what did God forlake his Temple ? Was | 
not for corrupting his Worſhip ? , 

2ly, Ir is warrantable, yea, a Duty toobey | 
the Commands of God, 2 Cor. 6. 17. Weare | 
forbiddea to rouch the unclean thing. Hol. 4. | 
I 5. The People are expreſly torbidden tocome | 
uato Gi/ga), or to go up unto Bethaven ; why? 
thoſe places were famous, Gz/gal was a place 
fimous for many things, there was that great 
Circum- ; 
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rcumciſfion after I/rae/ came out of the Wil- 
Secncſs ; there was the firſt Paſſover thar ever 
as kept in the Land of Canaan: And Bertha- 
+ was no other than Berhel, which ſignifies 
%e Houſe of God, yet they muſt not come to 
Silgal, or go up to Bethaven ;, why lo ? be- 
&uſe theſe places, though they were famous 
Þrmerly, yet now they are become infamous, 
They were, as Mr. Burroughs hath obſerved, 
{fore famous for the Worthip of God, bur 
by become the primeſt places for Idolatry in 
whole Land : Bethel, the Houſe of God, is 
bw Bethaven, the Houſe of Iniquity, Amos 
* 5, There is the ſame Prohibition again, 1/2, 
"1,11. Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from 
tence, touch no unclean thing., go ye out of the 
Fidft of her, be ye clean that bear the Veſſels of 
Lord. God would not that we ſhould al- 
Kot the leaſt Corruption in Worſhip. The 
 Fimirive Chriſtians would not throw a lit- 
&lncenſe into the Fire to countenance an Idol. 
kTertuli;an's time it was accounted unlaw{ul 
 &Chriſtians to wear a Garland, becauſe jt 
Informed them-to Heathens : Chriſtians muſt 
Tie heed of Simbolifing with the World. 

ily, It is warrantable, yea a Duty tor Chri- 
nsto keep themſelves pure, and to be unde- 
\ frdin the way, Fam. I. 27. This is pare Reli- 


- 
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gion and undefiled before God, fer a man to le 
himſelf unſpotted from the World. Rev. 14. 4, 
there 1s an high commendation given of thote. + 
that keep themſelves undefiled; ſuch are pro-J%c 
nounced Bleſſed, P/al. j 19. 1. But this well Vi 
cannot do if we join with or allow of any in4” 
purity in Divine Worſhip. | VICE 
4ly, If it be a Duty to worſhip God purely Thi 
and according to his own Inſtitutions, thenirg' 
warrantable to divide from thoſe places wher@ 
his Worſhip is mixed and adulterated; bu 
this ſurely 15a Duty. { 8. 
5ly, We may not join in any act of Worff*UF 
ſhip in which we cannot hopefully expet th Feop 
preſence of God with us. Let me ask you thiF"vP 
queſtion : Can yGu go to Pariſh Aflembliesan 
Jain in the Worlhip that is there celebrated! 
Faith ? Can you do it believingly ? Can yo” * 
promiſe to your felf the preſence of GodFame 
Whatſoever is not of Faith is ſin. If a man woulſ®* {1 
ſee his Face in the Water, he muſt look int dear c 
it when it is clear, not when it is muddy; (7 E 
he that would ſec the face of God in his Orapenv: 
nance muſt keep to pure Ordinance. | yup 
In | 
7. Obj. But may I not be preſent with Lord ] 
Body though my beart be nor preſent? ouſe, 


tereo 
Aﬀiereto 
10 U8, 


[ 
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's Anſ. No: For that is a mocking of God; 
Iwearenot to joinwith our Bodies in any att of 
4 Worſhip we cannot do with our Souls, br that 
#s Hypocrifie; what is Hypocrifie bur the ſer- 
rice of the Lips, and diſtance of the Heart ? 

This is to offer the Sacrifice of Fools ; befides, 
;Ythis is a countenancing of a corrupt Worſhip, 


, 2 touching the unclean thing. 


| 
| 
| 
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8. Obj. But may ſome ſay, why ſhould we 
{ſcruple ſuch things in point of Worſhip, as the 
{fcople of God in former Generations never | «1 


rupled £ 


Anſ. To this I anſwer, that may be finful 
now which was not finful in Gods People in 
ormer Generations, though ſinful in itſelf, yer 
fot {1nful to them , in regard we have more 
Fcear diſcoveries of Goſpel-Light than in for- 

ner Generations; the Saints lie under clear 
FConvictions of the purity of Goas Worſhip , 
ihe puriry of Divine Worthip is more diſcover- 
Jed in this Age than in former ages; now the 

Lord hath ſhown to his People the form of his 
Houſe, the faſhion thereof, the goings out: 
Ittereof , and the comings in thereof , that 
Aﬀicrefore which was not {in to them may be {10 
Mus, 2ly, We 
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2ly, We may not make the practice of the 
Saints in any Age our Rule, but the Word of 
God : The beſt men in the World are but 
Rules regulated, not regulating. We muſt on. {* 
ly ſerourWatch,(faith one) according to theirs, 
as they ſet theirs according to the Sun. Andif 
the Saints in former Apes did err in matters of 
Worſhip, is it warrantable for us to do ſo? It F 
15 recorded of Mr. Greenham, the Biſhop of 
Ely ( in whoſe Dioceſs he lived ) ſeeking to Þ,Þ* 
draw him to Contormity, objected thus ynto F 
him, Why wil not you yield? Luther approved p 
of theſe things, are you wiſer than he? Aisſo-F' 
ber and gracious Anſwer was, I reverence 
more the revealed Will of God, in teaching 
that worthy Inſtrument of God, Mr. Luther, $® 
ſo many neceſſary things to Salvation, than I Þ 
ſearch into his ſecret Will why he kept back 
from his knowledge other things of lefs Im 
portance. 


9. Obj. But may we not yield in ſome things 
for Peace-ſake ? 


Anſ. I anſwer, Peace is an excellent thing, 
Dulce nomen Pacis , the very name of it Is 
ſweer, and it could be wiſhed there were more 


Peace and Unity amonolt thoſe that _ 
rl 
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hriſtianity ; but we muſt nor for peace ſake 
linquiſh the truth; peace is excellent, but itis 
hen It 1s joyned with truth; when peace and 
th are in conjunction, this 1s ſweet, this is 
lent 1adeed , but better have no peace 
an to have it with the loſs of truth. If we 
rchaſe peace with the loſs of the leaſt truth, 
epurchale it at too dear a rate, better have 
peace than to haveit in a {inful way: A 
t War 1s better than an unjuſt Peace. 
2dly. "Though it may be_the way to pur- 
ale the outward Peace, yet may it not be 
e way to loſe your inward Peace? and you 
| be great loſers by ſuch an exchange, for 
much as peace with the world can never 
tervail the loſs of peace with God, Peace 
Conſcience 1s infinitely to be preferred be- 
e peace with Men, better break with all the 
orld than to break with God ,;..., oreftan- 
#d your own Conſcience. tins pace bone 
, zdly, You that make this Corſcientielg- 
S Fea-for your Conformity, may Patius. 
t have your end anſwered; you may meet 
ih a diſappointment, ſaith Chriſt, ar. 8. 
5.-Hhoſoever will ſave his life ſhall loſe it. 
0d doth oftentimes croſs ſuch in their De- 
«$0, ſo that hereby they loſe peace with God 
- Wl the world too; for a little conformity (' 25 
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they think ) will not be Jook't upon as a ſuffpd | 


ficient and valuuble conf{ideration for ſuch Mor 
purchaſe ; 1f you be not thorow pace't withiod 
ti CM, and come up to the fame pitch in alWr. 
thing, No peace to be expected jong withiſt b 
them. iKuther tneretorelet us conſider that tet t 
keep uur peace with God 15 the way to obtainfſly 
peace with Men, yea, with Enemies, If IKtu 
Mans ways pleaſe God, he maketh his Enemie 
to be at peace with him, Prov. 16. 7. Whiſoll Di 
ever, ſaith Chriſt, [hail leſe his life a my [akfe m: 
and the G« ſpe! ſhall ſave it, Mark 8. 35 the 


ru 


2d Uſe. Lt thi then be an admonition c@mat 
all thar tear the Lord, to take heed of theleaſhto 1 
mixture in the Worſhip of God, not to difande 
vide trom, but ro keep Cloſe to the purity offithe : 
Divine W orthip; y:e!d not to the leaſt Corrugſe W 
tion in Worſhip under what pretence foeverſſſe f 
As God ( ſaith one of the Antients ) 1s to bWut th 
admircd in the leatt of his Creatures, as welhe V 
as in the greateſt, fo Chriſtians ſhould rakF th 
heed of ſmall things as well as great mn tlFfarra 
matters of Worſhip. ey a 

"Phe Idolatrous Jews are not only rebukeComm 
and threatned for eating of Swines Fleſh confivend 
rrary to the Law. bur alſo that the Broth walſlur 


found in their Veſlels, Iſa. 65. 4. God is purgſtrwi 
a 
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id his Worſhip is to be pure like himſe]f.Gods 


Worſhip is called his fear, now the fear of 
od 1s clean, Zſal. 19. I's a good ſpeech of 
(r. Burough,that the Holineſs of a Duty will 
x bear us out m the miſcarriages of it. "Think 
t that becauſe your Duties are Good and 
ngoly in themſelves, you may venture upon 


'@tures in Gods Worſhip. 


{ Direct. 2dly, But what muſt we do that 
may keep to the purity of Gods 'Worthip 
theſe days, wherein his Worſhip is ſo much 
rrupted ? 1. Hold faſt this principle, ttha 
[matters of Worſhip we are not to look on- 
& to what is forbidden, but to what 15Com- 
anded. "The not holding firm this Principle 
ofthe ground of many great miſcarriages in 
Worſhip of God ; many think rhar be- 
ue ſuch and ſuch things ere not torbidden, 
at therefore they may be allowed of in Di- 
ne W orthip, but this is a grand miſtake, tor 
things in Divine Worfhip mult have a 
ſarrant out of Gois Word ; it's not enough 
ky are not forbidden, bur they mult be 
mmanded, either expreſly, or by ſome con- 
ofivence drawn from ſome Command, as Ter- 
vanlion ſaith about the Crowning of the Sol- 
Sr with Baycs, if it bc faid 10s lawful. becauſe 
a | C2 the 
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the Scripture doth not forbid it, it may be 6 ir 
qually Retorred, it's therefore unlawful be fac 
cauſe the Scripture doth-not command it. Ny- 
dab and Abihu, they were {mitten for offeringſhy , 
of ſtrange fire, they anght have objected, © 
ſaid, where was other hre forbidden ? butit : 
was not commanded ; they offered iirange fireh 1 
before the Lord, which ve commanded them 'F 
nor, ind there went out fire from the 1.ord andhce 
drivarat them, Lev. 10. 1, 2. for this Cauſe od, 
they were (initten, that they d;d not keep kit 
punctually to Gods Command. Hoid fat thi ey 
principle Chriſtian, if thou woutdlt keep clolGfycol 
to the purity of Divine Worthip. aid 
2dly. Do as God eoth; God ſtands uponl ot! 
Jittle things in the matters of his WorltipSay 
Rev. 11, i, 2. God mev%red the Templdh 
and Altar, and them that Wa ihipped there 
in, to ſhew ( ſaith one ) his urmoſt exactnels a 
bout the matters of his Worſhip and Cong 
cernments of his People ; imitare God herein 
make Conſcience of the leaſt things, admitſhy 
allow not of the leaſt miſcarriage or Corrupt 
on in Worſhip. As Aofes when he was tdþ 
lead the Iſraclires our of Egypt, weuld nol 
leave a hoof behind him, ſo leave nothing um 
done in matters of Divine Worſhip whidþ 


God hath Commanded, but admit of gw 
1Cl 


5 
ent 
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yaich he hath not Commanded, go not a 
& Iairs breadth from the Rule be very exact and 
& Freciſe in matters of Worſhip. 
| 3dly, Ger much of the fear of God into 
; our Hearts, let that Rule in you; the more the' 
dr of God 1s prevailing in you, the more 
Under you will be of the Worſhip of God; 

Sh! maintain awful apprehenſions of God, 
mF{/. 68.25. God 1s terrible out of his holy 
Ace. Divine Worſhip 1s called the fear of 
Fd, in regard of that fear and awe of God 
PMith one ) that ſhould be upon men when 
cy are in Divine Duties, Gen. 28. 17. When 
W:cob awaked from his viſion, he ſaid he was 
 Rtraid and ſaid, how dreadful 1s this place; it is 
hw other but the Houſe of God and Gate of 
leaven ; Bernard deſcants very ſweetly upon 
"Sis, Terribilis plane locus & Dignus onmi re- 
entia : A dreadful place ſurely, and wor- 
by of all Reverence, not meaning the ſtone 
Falls, but the preſence of God, in the afſem- 
"Ay where the faithful meet, the Angels fre- 
ent, and God himſelf dwelleth. 
4ly, Study well this Text ; here you ihall 

t how ſevere God is againſt thoſe that will 
Wire to Corrupt lis Worſhip, that ſwear by 
vt Lord, and ſwear by Malcham: what a fe-. 

re, dreadful ſentence is pronounced againſt 
Ng C 3 thera ; 


22 The Inconſiſtency of 


them? ' they are put into the black Roll to befſo(0: 
deſtroyed. And ſtudy that Text well, Ezeb;$# 
43. 8. and ſtudy the ſecond Commandment,Þ# 
where all Corruption in the Worſhip of Godfſie 
1s forbidden ; there you will find that theſfeifr 
Lord your God is a jealous God, and will vive 
fir this Iniquity unto the third and fourth Geſ#1 
neration. it. 

Fly, Look upon the Worſhip of God as q 
great matrer; the Lord complains of Ephraim $ We 
that he had written to him the great things ofÞfuty 
his Law, but they were accounted as a ſtranggjanc 
thing, Hy. 8. 12. Divine Worſhip i one offÞ V 
the great things of Gods Law , and ſhould ini 
not therefore be accounted either as a little ore, 
ſtrange thing by us. God looks upon it as fd t 
great matter, and ſhall we account it as a littleſpey 
thing? It is a good expreſſion of one, that tofp®d 
worſhip God aright, and to walk before himf !t 
in uprightneſs, are the two Poles upon which Ex 
the whole body of a heavenly Life is turned $&We 
and indeed there is nothing that ſpeaks a manyomn 
more a Chriſtian than this, Phl. 3. 3. juſt 

61y, Conſider not what others do in mattersPent 
of Worſhip, but what God hath commandedp'r a 
to be done ; make the Word of God and notfts. 
the Praftice of men thy Rule, Dent. 12. 30:Þ, Lal 


Take heed to thy [elf that thou be not ſnared 90d, 
"HIM | follow: 


Mans Dagon with Gods Ark, 77 


lowing them, and that thou enquire not after 
I-ſeir Gods, ſaying, how did theſe Nations ſerve 
« Weir Gods 2 even ſa will I do likewiſe. The Peo- 
e were forbidden to enquire how God had 
royed thoſe Nations from before them thar 
;$rved their Gods ; and obſerve in the 92. wv. 
hat thing ſoever I command you, obſerve 19 
it, thou ſhalt not add thereto, or diminiſh 
#3 it. T'rue Obedience 15 a readineſs to do 
&$weare bidden; we are apt to judge that a 
uty which moſt do, not which God com- 
peſjunds ; bur we muſt, if we will do our Duty, 
) what God commands, without adding or di. 
imſhing. Some obſerve that expreſſion of 
bve, Gen. 3. 5. where ſhe ſaid, that God had 
aid they ſhould not eat of it, nor touch it, leſt 
Fey die. We do not read that 
od forbad them to touch ir, Fra gare 
miſt it's thought this was added Lo apps 
W Eve for cautions ſake, as if #. Amb. 
| -Mewere ſo careful ro keep Gods 
mmand about Eating, that ſhe added, they 
mt not ſo much as touchit; whence an An- 
-xxÞent gathereth, that nothing, though it be 
edÞr a good end, 1s to be added to Gods Pre- 
t's. 
Lafly, Contemplate much the holineſs of 
od, God is originally, gloriouſly, tranſcen- 
G4 dently 


Nil veal cay- 


34 The Inconfiſtency of 
dently and perfeQly holy ; and as God is, { 
muſt his Worſhip be,he will be worſhipped i 
the Beauties of Holineſs,not in the blackneſ; J 
Iniquity, 1. Chron. 16. 29. A pure and hol 
Worſhip do ſuit beſt with the holy God. 
you therefore ro whom God hath ſhewn thi 
form of his Houſe, and the faſhion thereof, tt 
goings out thereof, and the comings in ther 


of, keep cloſe to the purity of his Worſhip, 
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; iutual Exhortation 
Opened and Apphed : 


From HEBREWS 111, X111. 


WHEREIN 


| The Nature of the DuTyY 1s opened in 

| the ſeveral Branches thereof, the evil of its 

' neglect is ſhewn, and ſome Motives laid 

down to preſs Chriſtians to a more vigorous 

practice of it; the Hindrances to this Du- 

B ty are removed, and ſeveral helps given for 
 aright performance of it, 


| By an unworthy Servant of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Mal. 2. 16. Then they that feared the Lord 
ſpake often one to another. 


Ep. Jud. 20. But ye beloved building up your 
ſelves in your moſt holy Faith, 
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Mutual Exhortation 
Opened and Appited ' 


FROM 


Heb. 3. 13. But exhort one another daily while 
1 it zs called to day, leſt any of you be hardened 
{ through the deceitfulneſs of Sin. 


IT HE great ſcope of the Author of this E- 
| 41 piſtle (whether rhe Apoſtle Pau/or ſome 
ther) 15 to exhort theſe believing Hebrews to 
tedfaſtneſs in the Faith, perſeverance in Grace 
Jnd Holineſs, that it might appear they recez- 
zved not the Grace of God in vain. 

| In order to which he doth propoſe tothem 
tthe Example of Chriſt, v. 2. who was faith- 
ful to him that appointed him, Chriſt was faith- 
Jful to all his betruſtments. doſes was faithful as 
1 Servant, but Chriſt as a Son, v. 5, 6. whoſe 
Houſe we are if we hold faſt the confidence 


nd rejoycing of the Hope tirm unto the end. 
- And 
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And to diſcourage and deterr them from A. 

ſtafie, he ſets before them the Evil Example P" 
of the Iſraelites, how they tempted God, ang $i 
through Unbelief departed from him, againſt | : 
whom God ſware in his wrath, they ſhould nt Q" 
enter into his veſt. v.11. Hereupon he ground; 
this cautionary admonition , viz. Take heed of 1 
Brethren,leſt there be in any of you an evil heart ett 
of Unbelief, in departing from the living God. A} ; 
ſerious and ſeaſonable Caution, take heed, ſee 
to it; the word in the Greek fignihes not only ! 
to look with the Eye, but with the heart alſo; | > 
exerciſe your greateſt care and diligence about” 
this. ihe 

And as a ſovereign preſervative againſt this $8'* 
evil of Apoſtaſie, he urgeth the praftice of | þ 
this important Duty in the words of the Text, & che 
But 96) 30k one another, &C. ari 

This adverſative particle [ but] ſhews the An- 
titheſis of theſe words to the former, Take heed 
of an evil Heart of Unbelief, &c. But exhort on | 


able. _ [. 
1. The Duty enjoined, exhort one another, | 
2. The frequency of this Duty,daily, while 
it is called to day; doit preſently, neglect, de- 


lay nor, it's a duty that admits not of delays, 


4 FACES 5 
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it muſt be ſpeedily, preſently done, while it is 
malled to day, &c. 
3. The Motive to this duty, taken ab in 
mrmodo, from the great inconvenience and 
Iniſchief that may and will follow the negle&t 
Gof it, Jeſt any of you be hardened through the de- 
it fulneſs of Sin. 
Where we have two evil efftets of ſin. 
i. Hardening. 
2. Decerving. | 
{ Sin hath never a good property in it, it is 
Imalum in ſe, it's evil, and only evil, and all 
the effects of Sin are evil, no good fruit can 
- 4prow upon this bad Tree, &c. 
{: From the Duty here enjoined , which I 
* chiefly deſign to ſpeak to, there is this Do- 


&rine. 


DoF. 'That it is the Duty of Chriſtians to 
exhort one another. Or thus, Mutual Exhor- 
Jration 15 a great Chriſtian Duty, Heb. 10. 24. 
jo *Let z1s conſider one another to provoke unto 
{Love and good works. Jud. 20. And ye belc- 

1 ved building up your ſelves in your moſt holy 
, FFaith. It's not the Miniſters Duty only, bur 
Chriſtians are to exhort and build up one ano- 
\ fiber; and in 22d. 3. 16. it's ſaid, They that 
t feared the Lord ſpake often one to — ot 
| things 


ty 
» 
? 
4 
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things no doubt pertaining to mutual edificati: Ihe 
on,they ſpake (' as it's faid of Chriſt, Atts 1,3.) fu 
of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of Jv: 
God. This 1s a duty art all times ſeafonable, Jinſt 


bur eſpecially im evil times. Wc 
In the proſecution of rhis Doc. =_ 7 
I. I ſhall open the nature of this duty. 2 
2. Give the reaſons of it. : Ithe 
1. Whar doth this duty of mutual exhor- fv 
tation denote ? Aded 


rt. A quickning and ſtirring up one ano- Jtrs 
ther to all good and holy duties, a provoking þ: C 
to love and good works, a ſtirring up the Gras Yatic 
ces of one another, 2 Tim. 1.6. A blowing that 
upevery ſpark into a flame to ſharpen and ex- +vir/ 
timufate, Prov. 27. 17. Tron ſharpeneth Ir; lev 
ſo a man ſharpeneth the Countenance of bis \goo. 
Friend ; Chriſtians ſhould ſet an edge upon Fane 
each others affections, and raiſe and rouze up five 
the dull ſpirits, 2 Per. 1. 13. This 1s the great "nd 
uſe and end of Chriſtian Communion, one infe; 
Chriſtian will help to heat another, a fingle the 
Coal ſoon dies, but many live Coals put to- gCre: 
ether will keep life in one another. One Jcom 
Chriſtian by good diſcourſe drops Oil upon Jence 
another, thar makes the lamp of his Grace to jand 
thine the brighter (ſaith one, ) but Chriſtians | 3 
in theſe daics inftead of quickning, how do fproc 


they | 


«, 
BY 


'* 
Wy 
L 


of mutual Exhortation, QC. 41 


i Bey deaderr each other, diſhearten and dif: 
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courage one another ; inſtead of provoking to 
bye, they provoke one another to Wrath,and 
nſtead of provoking one another to good 
Works, they provoke to evil Works ; but this 
5a great perverſion of this duty. 

2. To comfort one another, the word in 
he Original m2ea22e77t ſignifies to comfort, as 
o-exhort, to pour Oyl and Wine into woun- 
ded and broken Spirits, to be mutual comfor- 
ters, to drop Oil into one anothers wounds, 
1 Cor. I. 4. Who comforteth us in all our Tribu- 
lations, that we may be able to comfort them 
that are in any trouble by the comfort where- 
vith we our ſelves are comforted of God.What- 
bever comfort we have, it's given for the 


rod of others, weare debtors of it to others, 


me then ought to comfort another ; whatſo- 
wer light the Cleſtial Budies , the Moon 
nd the Stars have, they beſtow it upon theſe 
nferiour Bodies, they have their lights from 
the Sun, and they reflect it again upon the 
Creatures below. So Chriſtians ſhould be 


\ommunicative of their Comforts and experi- 


ences, they ought to be mutual Comforters, 
and ſo much this duty doth import. 

2. To admoniſh, it denotes Chriſtian re- 
proof and admonition not to ſuffer ſin to lie 


MOTHER 1 BE” «+ 


upon 
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upon one another, Gal. 6. 1. Brethren if a Io. 
Man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpiri- 
tual reſtore ſuch an one in the ſpirit of Kt 
xg72p73C7% put him into joynt again, Roms, 15, 
I4., The Romans were commended for this 
that they were filled with all knowledge, able 
to admoniſh one another. Col. 2. 16. Teaching Fr 
and admoniſhing one another, Epheſ. 5.11. We 
are to have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful F 
Works of Darkneſs, but rather reprove them 
and to dehort one another from evil. 
4. Aholy care and watchfulneſs over one 
another, Heb. 13. 17. It's the duty of Mini- 
ſters in a ſpecial mianner, therefore they are $2. 
called Watchmen, bur is not their duty ſolely ; |} 
but Chriſtians are to watch over one another, & 
thou muſt not ſay as Cain ſaid, am I my Bro- 
thers Keeper ? Cain denied to be 1115 Brothers 
Keeper, but thou ought not, there 1s a care 
and vigilance that Chriſtians are to exerciſe 
one toward another. 
5. Praying for one another mutual; exhor- 
*ration denotes mutual praying,our prayers are 
not for a private concern,but to be poured out 
for others, we ſhould bear the conditions of 0- 
thers upon our hearts in all our approaches to 
the Throne of Grace, and ſo much the word 


Gignifies to be Advocates for one another, Jude 
20, 


Mutual E xhortation, &C. 42 


6. Praying in the Holy Ghoſt, Epheſ. 6. 18. 
aying alwaies with all Prayer and Supplica- 
min the Spirit, and watching thereunts with 
l perſeverance and ſupplication for all Saints. 
imes 5. 16. Pray one for another. This is the 
hurches Treaſure, the common ſtock of 


e 

p Faycrs; by this means the members cf 
e Eiriſts | Body have Communion together , 
| Jough ar a diſtance ; this Is a great duty, the 


ak need the Prayers of the ſtrong, and the 

jong need the Prayers of the weak; it's a du- 
e & incumbent upon all, and needful for all, 
2, for the ſtrong and moſt eminent, 1 Cor. 
#. 21. The head cannot ſay to the feet, &c. 
The Apoſtle Paul he earneſtly begs the Pray- 


5. 30. Whenthe Prayers ef Saints are twi- 
together, they make ſuch a ſtrong Cord 
cannot be broken ; hereby Chriſtians are 
iged to each other: Thus I have ſhewen you 
e import of this duty in theſe 5 particulars, 
2, But why is mutual exhortation fo great 
Chriſtian Duty ? 
1, Becauſe n's Commanded, God requires 
and does expect our obedience to his Com- 
d: it's Commanded in the 'T'ext, and 1n 
ny other Scriptures already mentioned for 
tproof of the Doftrine ; ſo that'it's necella- 
7 De 
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ry, neceſſitate precepti, in regard of his Cont 
mand. Le 
2. But no man 1s born for himſelf, everglot 
.man ſhould be a publick good, not to care fofhne 
his own things, but for. the things of others 
1 Cor. 10. 2.4. Let no man ſeek his own, bul 
' every man anothers wealth,Chriſtians ſhould ble 
of publick Spirits, ſeeking the good of othergh 
Gal. 6.8. taking all opportunities to. do good} 4 
and this is toanſwer the end of our Creatione | 
-weare neither born nor born again for ouffy y 
lelves. 0d! 
: 3.Becaulc it 18 the end of theCommunion ate 
Saints; next to Gods Glory this 18 the mainenQ, 
of the Communion of Saints to edify one aHef] 
nother, and where this is neglected, the end ary 
not anſwered, God hath therefore called us in 
to the fellowſhip of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, haſh 
we ſhould mutually promote the good anfhey 
benehit of each other, 1 Cor 1.9,10.And whefir 
Chriſtians do carry on this end, 3t makes thafſ, 5 
Communion very ſweet and pleafant, FaWhri 
I32. 1.2, Behold how good and how pleajhi 


head that ran down upon the beard, even As 
rons beard,that went down to the skirts of 


Garment. The multitude of Stars joyned uf 
| Y Heaven 
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omaven, make the Gallaxia, or milky way, ſ6 a 
mpany of Chriſtians meeting in one make a 
erflorious light indeed, and. ſuch a luſtre ( faith 
foflne ) as will dazle the Eyes of the wicked 
erggorld, and when this great end of the  Com- 
bulyunion of Saints is promoted, it makes them 
] beautiful as Zirzah, comely as Feruſalem, ter- 
erSble as an Army with Banners, Cant. 6. 4. 
od 4. The relation that is amongſt Chriſtians 
10nge to another, doth evince this to be a great 
ory; they are members of one and the ſame 
ody, Epheſ. 5. 30.: And ſhall not Members 
n eek the good of one another, 1Cor. 12.12,13. 
enMy7. 12, 4, 5. As weare all of the body, ſo 
' Steſhould all ſerve the body,as members in the 
rural body have all their different uſe, they 
e all ſerviceable to the body, ſo ſhould all the 
Members of Chriſts myltical body ; be 
aey ſhould as Bees bring all their Honey 
he! faith one } to the common Hive. 
herff 5. The common eſtate and condition of - 
JaKkriſtians here - in the world, doth evidence 
leafttis ro be a duty,in regard of the many temp- 
Htions, and contirual ſolicitations to eval, 
Wfhile here in the body, and by reaſon of in- 
Mvelling corruption we are cafily tempted 
evil, ſoon drawn away of our own luſts, 
id inticed, Fam, 1. 14-Eyery man, faith the 
| D 2 Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle, he takes in the godly roo ; a Chriſtian 
15 a mixt Creature made up of fleſh and Spi- 
rit, and we have corruption within, and we# 
meet with temptations without ; the grand ad-® 
verfary of our ſouls goeth about like a roaring ſe 
Lion feeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet, 5. 
7. We meer with many hindrances and diver-Wou 
ſions from our duties ; this evil world whereFl. 
we have our commoration, it's a dulling andful 
deadning world,it takes off the Chariot wheels | 
of our Souls & makes us drive heavily in thefar 
ways of: God. Our Lord Jeſus doth intimatey 1 
the great and continual danger Chriſtians areſor 
in 'by being in the world, Fohn 17. 11,%mp 
But thoſe are in the world. To fay theyioh! 
were 'in the world, w?s to fay ( faith one Yſhe 
they were in the midſt of the Sea, under thefw . 
power of all winds, and tempeſts, without any 
Haven ; to be in the world, implies thoſe 2Þred; 
things; to bein a place of Wickedneſs, wherg$lo 
the Godly have daily temptations to (in; andite) 
are dayly expoſed to troubles ; it is therefore Jaw 
very needful duty for the Godly ro be exhory 
ting one another to good, ſeeing rhey have ap. 7, 
many temprations to ey1l. Yan | 
And ſo much for the reaſons of the Dopgivs. 
Ctrine; x 
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nj. Fr APPLICATION; 


{ 1. Uſe. If this be fo, that mutual Exhortari- 
in is a great Chrittan Duty, thea ſurely the 
meplect of it 1s a great Evil, and much to be 
Fplored; the evil is the greater and more prie- 
us becauſe fo general, ws an Epidemical E- 
$i. - Oh, rhat Chriſtians ſhould be ſounfruit- 
ul and unprofitable ! Thar they ſhould fo lic- 
ze ſtudy the good of one another! There are 
thegany evils in the Womb of this Evil, as, 

ate} 1. This 1s one great cauſe of Barrenneſs a- 
arcongſt Chriſtians, Ho. 1 o. 1. Iſrael is called an 
1,f0pty Vine, becauſe he did bring forth fruit 
xy himſelf; a ſelfiſh Spirit is a barren Spirit. 
ie ſhe Apoſtle Paul bewails this, Phil. 2. 21, 
ther all ſeek their own, not the things which be 
eas Chriſts: And 1s not ſuch a Spirit now 
redominant ? And no wonder then that there 


re$aw barreneſs was a curſe,and ſure to be barren 
horgmder theGoſpel is to be nigh. ro curling, Heb. 
e fad. 7, 8. For the Earth which drinketh in the 
Fun that comeih oft upon it, and bringeth forth, 
Werbs meet for them by whom it ts dreſſed,recet- 
wh Bleſſing from God; but that which beareth 

| D z Fhorns 
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Thorns and Briers is rejefted, and is nigh unto 
" curſing, whoſe end is to be burned. Gods Peo-fhil 
ple are called Trees of Rightcouſneſs, and oft 

Gods own Planting, [/a. 61. 3. And fortreesfut! 

of Righteouſneſs to be barren, th's is fad | 4 

Whar'! no'berter fruit in the Lords Vineyardgie: 

than in the Wilderneſs ? The Spouſe of Chriftly : 

1s compared to a Flock of Sheep, whereof eve 0 

ry one bear twins, and none is barren among (Mar 
them. Cant. 4. 2. bur how unlike are we dat 

Chriſts Spouſe in this. Foc 
2, Hence it 1s that there is ſuch a declenſionfott 

of the power-of Godlineſs among us; we reFitio 
tain the form, but little of the power, the lifdd 1 
and power of Religion is much decayed Sgle 
through a negle&t of. this Duty ; though wetter 
havethe leaves of Profeſſion upon us, yet well 5. 
have not the fruit of a Goſpel-Converfation $iva: 
Col. 3. 16. Chriſtians teaching and admonjſhÞub 
ing one another 1s an eftectual means to havgſii 
the word of God dwell richly in us, which 
makes us rich in holineſs, and fruitful in eveſ 
ys d work. 
/ * Thi is one great cauſe of the many mii 

carriages among Chriſtians by reaſon of whicl 
many are ſtumbled, and many hardened injjirir | 
their evil ways, and God's name greatly dilfpge tt 
honoured, the Spirit grieved, and the infinitqpr \ 
| Loved 
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ntofove of Chriſt wounded; poſſibly if thou hadft 
eo-fſ{charged thy Duty (Chriſtian) to thy Bro- 
 offter, he had not fo miſcarried, the lins he 
cesfjuth falln into might have been prevented. 
ad;} 4: This 1s the grear cauſe of the feebleneſs, 
ardeakneſs and unſertledneſs among us, that ma- 
rity are ſo unſettled,ſo weak and fo ſoon ſhaken 
ze mind, and not more rooted and built up in 
7 AbriftCol. 2.6, 7. WhenChriſtians walk inChriſt, 
reſt 15, live in the practice of all the Duties of 
Fodlineſs enjoined them byChriſt,then they are 
tonffoted and built up in him : Mutual Exhor- 
refition 18 the 7achin and the Boaz, the ſtrength 
lif&d the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtians, and the 
d Feplect of it 1s the cauſe that ſo many fall from 
weſteir own Stedfaſtneſs. 

wel 5. The negleCt of this gives Satan great 
0n {vantage to plunge many into great tears, 
ſhSubts, and deſpondencies; were Chriſtians 
:\Cligenr to diſcharge their Duty, theſe fears 
ichÞnd dejections which have ſadly.opprefled and 
veſink the Spirits of many, might have been pre- 
Fnted. We read in the Goſpel, that while the 
nifiten {ſept the Enemy came and fowed his tares, 
ichþwhile Chriſtians ſſeep and are negleCtive of 
| infietr Duty to one another, -Satan got advan- 
difge to ſow his Tares, and to inject fears into 
utGor weak Chriſtians, and to plunge them in- 
ove * D 4 t@ 
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to a Labrynth of doubts and deſpondencies}. 
2. Cor. 2. 11. The Apoſtle adviſeth the Cori 
thians to confirm their Love to the inceſtuo uf 
Corinthian, who was humbled for his Sin, le(f 
Satan get advantage : "The not diſcharging 
our Guty in exhorrting one another, puts a 
advantage into the hands of Satan againſt ys J 
our ſecurity is his opportunity ; as the Flig 
will never reſort to the Hony when it's hatþ 
but when it's cold, ſo when our Spirits ar 
heated and quickened by mutual Exhortation 
then Satan will not come near us with hif 
temptations; but when our Spirits are low ang 
dead, then Beelzebub the god of the Flies wi 
reſort to us, and endeavour to plunge us into: 
fears and deſpondencies, { 
6. The Non-pertormance of this Duty iy, 

. the cauſe that many are hardened through the 
deceitfulneſs of fin ; this evil effect doth pros 
ceed from a neglect of it, therefore it's urged r) 
in the Texr,, Exhort one another , left any off p; 
you, Gre. This fin hardens not only the wickeE v 
but the Godly ; to be hardened is not only tu of 
+ D 


fin of a wicked man, but may be the {in of þ 


ood!y man ; « ſtrange cruſtinels and lard w 
may grow upon their hearts. {For 
Thus you fee the many evils that the omiiliy be 


on of this Duty doth produce,and it's the great m 
caule3 
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es] . cauſe that many are hardened through the 
rind deceitfulneſs of fn. 


5 u 
ff . 2. Uſe. Of Exhortarion. 
in# Is it thus that mutual Exhortation is a great 


a4 Duty incumbent upon Chriſtians? then pur 1t 
u$ into practice, be active and abundant in this 
I great Chriſtian Duty, be exhorted ro exhort 
or one anorher, to con{ider one another, to pro- 
ars voke unto love and good works ; ſtudy one 2- 
on nother ; Chriſtians ſhould ftudy ore anothers 
big cafes and diſtempers, and be folicitous of their 
an$ cure; the Romans were greatly commended 
wilt for this, Rom. In. 15. }4-- 
to: Letusdo uit dadly.,; continually, there muſt 
+ be no intermitlion, ror remiſſion of this Duty. 
i Chriſtians, pur not off the Practice of it, ris 
| now a very ſeaſonable Duty m thele evi] days. 
08 The time of Malach/s Propheſying was a ve- 
ry evil time, as it appears Chap. 3. 15. The 
| proud were Called happy , and yet mn the 16. 
 v,1t 15faid, then the) that feared rhe Lord ſpake 
rh \$ often one to another; They did not omit their 
Duty becauſe the da ays Were evil, no, but 
- were more frequent in it, for they lpake ofren 
one to another; the worle the rimes are the 
| better we ſhould be, and this is the way 19 
eat make the times better, The day of Chriſt js 
__ approacii- 
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approaching, Heb. 10.25. Not forſaking the 


aſſembling of your ſekves together, but exhorting 


one another, and ſo much the rather as you ſee 
the dey approaching, the day of Chriſt ap. 
pearance, the day of judgment , the Audit 
day, when we muſt be called to a ftrict ac- 
count, how we have diſcharged our duties to 
God and one another; the appropinquation 
of the day of Chriſt ſhould quicken and awaken 
us to our Duty. For the enforcing of this Ex- 
hortation I defire you to confider theſe follow- 
ing particulars. | 

1. Confider it's the only way to keep our 
ſelves pure from other mens fins, as the Apo- 
ſfle exhorts Timothy, 1 Tim. 5. 22. We muſt 
not only give an account of our own fins, bur 


of the fins of others that have been committed * 
chrough a neglect of our Duty to them : One +. 
prayed to be delivered from his other mens : 
ſins. We tontract much relative Guilt by : 
bearing with, and indulging one another in 
fin, Lev. 19. 17. Thou ſhalt not hate thy Bro | 


ther in thy heart, thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke | 


thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer ſm upon him. Some | 
render the words thus, Thou ſhalt not lift up : 
his ſin upon him, or diſplay it as a Banner to | 


his diſgrace. Our Tranſlators render it thus, 


Thou ſhalt not ſuffer ſin upon him. Sin is fo hate- | 


ful 
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ful'a Viper as we ſhould club ir down, and 
7 tub it up wherever we find it. Wouldſt thou 
not contract the Guilt of other mens fins 
- upon thee? Then diſcharge this Duty with 
” all faithfulneſs rowards them. | 
| 2. Conſider its an eflectual means to keep 
; one another awake in theſe {leeping times ; 
5 this is ſurely a ſlumbering Age, now the wiſe 
: Virgins as well as the fooliſh are flumbering 
f and {leeping, and though God is jogging us by 
his Providences, and calling alond to us by his 
f | terrible Diſpenſations, awake thou that ſleepeſt ; 
: * yet we ſay with the ſluggard , Yet- a Jittle 
' ſleep, a little ſlumber, a lirtle folding of 


the hands together, Prov. 6. 9,10. A goodand_ 


_ effectual means to keep Chriſtians awake is to 
" be quickening and awakening one another to 
. their duty ; in the ſweating ſickneſs they that 
- were kept awake eſcaped ; but it was deadly 
+ to them that were ſuffered to ſleep, to ſleep 
' now may be very dangerous if not deadly to 
4 ; thee, thy ſleep may prove the ſleep of death. 
3- Conlider much good may hereby be 
| procured to our ſelves and others, and much. 
: evil prevented. I. Hereby our own good may 
| be much promoted, and words fpoken in ſea- 
: fon how good are they, how forcible are right 


- words, thereby the weak may be ſtrengthen- 
| cd, 
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ed, the ſtaggering ſettled, and the dejeted 
comforted. fob. 4+ 3, 4. Behold thou haft 
inſtrutfed many, and thou haſt ſtrengthened the 
weak hands ; thy words have upbolden him: that | 
24s falling,and t hou haſt ſtrengthened the feebly | 
knees. And Fob faith of himleif, that he was | 
Eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, Job 29. | 
T5. And much fin prevented ; thou mayſt gain } 
thy Brother, ſave a Soul by a wiſe and loving 
Admonition. - Chriſt dire&ts Matth. 18. 15.1f | 
thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and | 
rell him his fault between thee and him alone, if | 
he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gained thy. Rra- || t1 
ther, &C. ? L/ 
4. Conſider for this end God hath givenus © tc 
Gifts and Graces. 1 Cor. 22. 7. The Miniſtra- 
tion of the Spirit 1s gruen to every man to profit | 
withal. The Greek word imports ſuch a kind 
of profit as redounds to Community, (as one 
obſerves upon the place.) We ſhould imploy 
our Talents for a publick good, for that end 
for which God hath given them, or elfe we 
miſemploy them. ”” 
5. It will bring great comfort in a dying 
hour ; Hezekiahs integrity did greatly comtort |} 
him in the apprehenſions of Death ; though 
thy holy Exhortations and wiſe Admonitions | of 
have not had their deſired effect upon others, | to 
yet ito 


-” a mm © 4 


Lena! 
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# | yet thou ſhalt have comfort, :in that thou haſt 
e | diſcharged thy Duty ; though thou haſt nor 
t | gained thy Brother , yet thou ſhalt fave thy 
e | own Soul, Exzek. 3. 20. And the negktt of 
s# | this Duty will gripe ſore at the hour of death : 
). | Is reported of a godly Miniſter, that be ſhould 
n Þ utter himſelf thus upon his Death-bed : T confeſs 
g | that in publick I have been ſomewhat full in 
If } Rep? mn Admonition, in Inſtrudtion : but in 
d | private my backwardneſs, my baſhſulneſs, my 
if | daſtardlineſs, have been intollerable, and I may 
27- | truly ſay, that if any thing lie as a burden upon 

* my Conſcience, it's this. When Death comes 
1s # to look thee on the Face, (as ſhortly ir will) 
© then nothing can comfort thee but. rhy inte- 


; 3 ority. 


c | 24. But what muſt we do rightly ro diſ- 
/ ! charge this Duty of Mutual Exhortation ? 
d T- 
'e } An. For Diredtion herein I ſhall, 

i 1. Shew the hindrances to this Duty. 
gj 2. Give ſome helps for the right manage- 
tc | ment of it. 
hn} 1, Wouldſt thou be found in the practice 
1s | of this great important Duty ? "Then labour 
5, | to remove thoſe things which are hindrances 
«t {toit: as, 


; 1. Want 
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1: Want of affection one to another, we || a 
are not kindly affeftioned ro one another, and Ja 
the want of love is a great hindrance to this | 

duty, love among Chriſtians is much decayed; {4 
the heat and feryor of our love to God is $f 


much abated, and no wonder that our love to ft! 
one another 15 ſo remiſs ; we are fallen into the Ja 
dregs of time, the laſt and worſt times, of JA 
which Chriſt ſpeaks, Mat. 24. 12. T hat be- | a 
cauſe iniquity ſhall abound, the love of many | 
ſba/l mg The abounding of iniquity 1s a ||» 
notable quench-Coal to love. Ir is the obſerva- | 
tion of one, the world ( fairh he ) hath been { ri: 
once deſtroyed with water for the heat of {th 
lufty, and ſhall be again with fire for the cold- *ar 
neſs of love: it was ſaid 1n the primitive times, || ot 
how do the Chriſtians love one another ; bur { 
where 1y primitive love-now to be found among | 
us?Oh!Divine love, whether art thou gone?Oh ! * 
little of it doth now reſide in the breaſts of 9 hi 
Chriſtians;if there were true love among Chri- | 
ſtians, there wou!d be a conſidering one ano- | the 
thers . wants and weakneſſes, one anothers {Cl 
crials and temprations, one anothers fears and {to 
doubts,one anothers diſtrefſes and diſtrations, | 1 
and acordingly comport and carry themſelves Jour 
each to other, pitying of, -and praying for one ||otic 
another, ſympathizing with, and bearing one {He 
ang- | 
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anothers burthen; certainly the decay of love 
among us 25 a great hindrance to thus duty. 
2. Want of Spirituality 1s another hin- 


{drance to this duty ; our hearts are not in a 


ſpiritual frame,there is ſpirituality much wan- 
ting in the hearts and converſations of Chriſti- 


ans, they are Carnal, and walk as Men, as the 


Apoſtle Charges the Corimh. 1 Cor. 3.3. For ye 
1 are yet Carnal, for whereas there is among you 
1 ex ying and (trife, and diviſions, are ye not Car- 
| nal and walk as men ? Envying, ftrife and di- 
\viſionsare works of the fleſh; a ſpiritual car- 
\riage and converſation is much wanting, 


! though much expected among Chriſti 


'2ns; how can he that is Carnal” exhort 
; others to Spirituality 2 How can he reſtore a 


Ja fallen Brother, Gal, 6. 1. Yethatarefpiritual 


Ireſtore ſuch an one in the ſpirit of meekneſs, 
1 The decay of the power of Godlineſs is a'great 
] hindrance to this duty. 

{ 2.Another hindrance is baſhfulneſs of Spirit, 
\there is a ſtrange kind of baſhfulneſs among 


{Chriſtians,in reference to this,afraid to reprove, 


4 
E 
{ 
$ 


{to rebuke, to exhort,: left they ſhould offend ; 
iſo we chule rather to offend in the neglect of 
[ou duty, than to be faithful leſt we ſhould 
loftend. Paul was of another Spirit, Gal. 2. 11. 
[He would not ſpare an oftending Peter, we are 


apt 


* 
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apt-tothink that to be faithful to one another. 
will cauſe a breach of love, when it's the beſt [ 
way to increaſe it : Many are ready to objec, jþ 
"that if they do admoniſh freely, they ſhall loſe h 
their friend, when it's the only way to keep him. þ 
'Ler the righteous [mite me, faith David, it (hail 
be a kinaneſs, and let him reprove me, it ſhall | 
be an excellent Oz! which fall not break my | 


head, Pfal. 14.1. 5. | 

4. Selfiſhneſs doth much obſtrut and hin- | 
der the practice of this duty. Chriſtians are of | 
private Spirits; Oh ! it's a very ſelhſh age we h 
live in, all ſeek their own, we do not walk by ke 
the Apoſtles rule, Rom. 15. 1, 2. We then | 
that are ſtrong ought to bear the infirmities of (ji 
the weak, and notto pleaſe our ſelves ; let eve- |he 
ry one of us pleaſe his Neighbour for his good |þe 
to edification. tt 

5. Want of life and zeal. Many of the pro- |þiv 
feſlors of this age have a name to hve, bur ſſp 
are dead, walking Sepulchres, a living name |þþþ 
written upon the Sepulchre of the dead, many |ſtug 
are rather nominal than real Chriſtians, no || 
life, no warmth, no heat in them, how can 
they that have no life or heat in themſelves, 
quicken or hear others, ſuch will rather deaden ſſh 
than quicken ; how do many ſtifle and quench || 


the motions of the Spirit in one another, calt |ſþ,; 
water 
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er, ſſter upon that holy fire, and inſtead of 
deſt ſtirring up, do ſtop and hinder one another 


:&, jþ their Holy Progref ? Chriſtians in this 


ofe the are more notional than experimental, 
im. ſhore formal than powerfu), which is a great 
bal fknderance to this duty. 
all | Thus having pointed at the hindrances; 
my || ſhall lay down ſome helps which are 
freatly conducing to the practice” of this 
m- juty. | | | 
of | 1. Is Knowledge ; Would you exhort 
we ke another, then labour after much know- 
by kdge, to be filled with all knowledge ; 
en Row. 15. 14. It was the great commenda- 
of ſton of this Church of the Romans , that 
7e- they were filled with all knowledge , able 
od !Þ admoniſh one another , he that teacheth 
pthers, muſt be taught himſelf, he that 
'0- ſpives light to others, mult. himſelf be in- 
ur ſfightned, 21hil dat quod non. habet, no man can 
ne |ſrive that which he hath not. Get a ſpiri- 
1y j{ual Treaſure of the word in your hearts, 
no ſſthat it dwell richly in you, 2 Col. 3. 16. 


an [ſeuneir & Vuiv, in-dwell in you that you 
5, |[may be like the good Scribe inftrutted unto 
Jy 


he Kingdom * of God, . which the Lord 
Chriſt = ap unto an Houſholder, which 
bringerh forth out of his F reaſure things _ 
| | 3N 


+ a 


— 
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and- old, Mat. 13.52. The Tergue - of the 
Wiſe is as a Tree of life, it ſeca's many, Prov. 10, 
20, 21. & knowing Chriſtian yieids precious 


- 


Lo or ſpirit of meckneſs, a meek 
{;:ir.t. Þ . - <cxhort and admoniſh, Gal, 
G6. 1. vai zs overtaken in a fault, muſt 
be rejtored mm the ſpirit of meekneſs. "The A- 
poſcie Paut exhorts Timothy, 2 Tim. . 25. 
In meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe them- 
ſelves, as mceknets becomes Minitters, fo all 


ic: 


Chriſtians, it's ©. Garment that becomes every ' 


Chriſtians back ; as the meek are moſt fit to 
receive inſtruction, counſel, and admonition, 
fo the meek are moſt ft to inſtruct, to coiinſel, 
and admoniſh, meekneſs and wiſdom, they are 
coupled together, Fames 3.13. Moſes 15 re- 
nowned in Scripture for meeckneſs, and wil- 
dom. | 

3. Keep up and maintain a Spirit of love, 
let Brotherly lowe continue, Heb. 13. 1. Love 
will carry us out toſeck the good of one ano- 
ther, make us publick ſpirited,this is one exce 
lent property of love that it ſceketh not her 
own, 1 Cor. 13.5. 1 Ccr.10.33.The Apoſtle 
Paul ſpeaking of Timothy, who ſought the 


2i:c "eafant food , witr with many are 


_ 
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good of the Philippians, ſaith, Phil. 2, 20. 1 : 


have 
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| £477 0 man like minded who will naturally 
care for your ſtate. Love ( faith one) is the 
ſpring of labour, actions are affections put 
eh and made viſible ; love will make Chri- 
I ftians laborious, ſeeking the good of one ano- 
ther. It's the obſervation of Auſtin, that love 


built the two Cities, holy love built the City 
of God, and unholy love built, or is dayly 
building the City of Satan ; love is a joyning 
or edifying, and condeſcending Grace, Ephef. 
4. 16, x aſcendit, amor deſcendit, duty 
aſcends, and love deſcends, it makes a man of a 


F condeſcending Spirit; labor (Chriſtians ) to re- 
ceive and maintain a Spirir of love; our love # 


thould -be univerſal to all Saints. Luthers mot- 
to was 7 quo aliquid Chriſti video diligo.s 

4. Labour for more plentiful effuſions of 
the Spirit, ro be filled with the Spirit, Eph. 5. 
18. Call for more Flagons of this holy Wine, 
preſs after greater Meaſures', and higher De- 
grees of Holineſs, get up to the top of God- 
lineſs, perte&t Holineſs in the fear of God; 
the want of Spirituality and Holineſs 1s.a bar 
to this Duty, Eph. 5.15. See then that ye walk 
circumſpetly, cner3a;, exactly , accurately , 
ſtrive to get to the height of Godlinefs , 25 the 


. 
. 


word imports. If there were more $::ritua- 


lity among us, there would be mc: care of | 


'F this Duty. MK 2 5. Let 
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| &. Let the fear of -God be fir ong in your 
hearts; a holy fear of God will reſtrain usfi 
from Sin, and 3 it will conſtrain us to Duty; 
*ewill keep us*cloſe to all mutual and relative 
Duties; it | will make us fear to fin, either in 
| - doing of evil, or in theomiflion of good, 
to fear nothing but Sin, as Chry/oſtome rg 
he received a threatning Meſſage from. the 
Emprefs) anſwered, Nz/ miſt peccatum times, 
I tear nothing but fin. Divine Fear will fill 
rhe full of courage and boldneſs in the Cauſe 
of God. Irs obſervable, that they who are 
moſt full of the Fear of God, are moſt filled 
with a holy:Magnanimity and Courage; it 
makcs a man of a great and large Spirit: A 
{laviſh Foar doth ſtraiten the Heart, but a ho- 
ty Fear doth ws and much enlarge the 
Hearr, Jay. 60. 5. The Fear of God Goth 
expell other ext as the leſſer Load-Stones 
are ſaid to loſe their vertue in the preſence of 
the greater, ſo holy Fear doth lefſen and drive 
out of our kearts carnal and diſtruſtful Fears : 
Ir is an awakening Grace, and it will cauſe us 
ro keep one another awake in theſe {]cepy and 
{{,mbering rims. 
Laſtly, Often meditate of the approach of 
- the day of Chrift, when we ſhall be af called 


To an account; and, 2: one ſari weil, though 
men 
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© men ſhall be faved according to their Faith , 


yet they ſhall be judged according to their 


;| works; the Judgment-day is haſtening , the 
# Judge ftandeth before the Door ready to come 
| in; this day 1s every day nearer to us, let 
the appropinquation of the day of Chriſts 
| coming to Judgment dwell upon thy thoughts. 
| Exhbort one another daily while it's called to day, 


ir's but a day, and we know not how ſhort our 
day may be. This well conſidered, will put 
us upon 2 more ready diſpatch of all our works 
and Duties, and Bleſſed are thoſe Servants 


| 2»hom 2hen their Lord comet: ve ſhall find thas 


v1ng. 


FINIS. 


